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 ******************************************************************* 

MINUTES OF SYMMES TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING 

  

SEPTEMBER 6, 2022 

******************************************************************* 

                                                                                                                      

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Elected officials present were Ms. Jodie Leis, Mr. 

Phil Beck, and Mr. Joseph Grossi. 

 

Also, present: Kimberly Lapensee – Township Administrator; Jeff Forbes - Law Director;  

Lieutenant Mike Tarr – HCSO; Mike Books – Deputy Chief LSFD. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

  

JODIE LEIS made a motion to approve the agenda. Mr. Beck seconded the motion. The roll call 

vote was as follows: Ms. Leis - ‘aye’, and Mr. Beck – ‘aye’. Motion passes.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

 

JODIE LEIS made a motion to approve the regular minutes for August 2, 2022. Mr. Beck 

seconded the motion. The roll call vote was as follows: Ms. Leis - ‘aye’, and Mr. Beck – ‘aye’. 

Motion passes. 

 

FISCAL OFFICERS REPORT 

 

JODIE LEIS made a motion to approve the Fiscal Officers Report. Mr. Beck seconded the motion. 

Discussion continued. 

 

JOE GROSSI stated that we have $17,748 in our HRA Account, $9,761,714.04 in the checking 

account from August and $8,215,994.67 in our Meeder Investment Account. He stated that we 

have $3,002,092.86 in the General Fund, $745,176.12 in the Park Levy Fund, $1,301,311.38 in 

the Police Levy Fund, $818,856.28 in the Fire Levy Fund, and $3,888,024.99 in the Safety 

Services Fund as of September 1, 2022, which includes our second half of tax collections. He 

stated that we also received a portion of our Opioid Settlement money in the amount of $2,637.70 

and will continue to do so monthly.  

 

The roll call vote was as follows: Ms. Leis - ‘aye’, and Mr. Beck – ‘aye’. Motion passes. 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

  

None. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

None. 

 

APPROVAL OF DISBURSEMENTS 

 

Ms. Leis made a motion to approve the warrants 81588 to 81787 and Vouchers 186 to 224 in the 

amount of $1,623,463.72. Mr. Beck seconded the motion. The roll call vote was as follows: Ms. 

Leis - ‘aye’, and Mr. Beck – ‘aye’. Motion passes. 

 

REPORTS 

 

JEFF FORBES, LAW DIRECTOR – Mr. Forbes stated that he had no report.  
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LIEUTENANT MIKE TARR, HAMILTON COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPT – Lieutenant Tarr 

stated that he had no report. 

 

DEPUTY CHIEF MIKE BOOKS, LSFD – stated that he has no report. 

 

BILL PITMAN, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS – Absent.  

 

COMMITTEE – None.  

 

OTHER – None.  

 

HEARING OF RESIDENTS 

 

None. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Attached to the packet.  

 

EVENTS/MEETINGS 

 

• Zoning Commission Meeting – Wednesday, September 21, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Administration Building.  

• Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting – Monday, October 3, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Administration Building. 

• Regular Trustees Meeting – Tuesday, October 4, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. at the Administration 

Building.  

• Fall for Symmes – Friday, October 7, 2022, from 5:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. at Symmes 

Park. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

JODIE LEIS asked for discussion concerning sump pump violations. Mr. Forbes stated that we 

were going to take a look and see if the township has any authority over sump pump violations. 

He stated that we all agreed that the primary enforcement agency for these is the Hamilton 

County Health Department, but the question was is there anything that the township can do. He 

stated that we have looked at every way he can think of to see if the township has any 

enforcement authority and unfortunately, we have none. He stated that we have looked at even 

adopting our own sump pump regulations with our Home Rule Authority and we do not have 

that authority either. He stated that he looked at our limited authority in the ROW for 

maintenance and under the nuisance regulations. He stated that he does not feel it is appropriate 

under either regulation. He stated that at this time, he cannot find any existing law or anything 

new we could adopt to give any additional enforcement to regulating these items. Mr. Forbes 

stated that our staff has reached out many times to the health department unless the board wants 

to do something more formal. He stated that they would basically be asking the Health 

Department to take the necessary steps to protect the residents of the township. Ms. Leis asked 

him to clarify and if that means they (the board) needed to put more pressure on the health 

department to enforce their regulations. Mr. Forbes stated yes.  

 

Mr. Beck stated that he knows that we talked about this issue at the last meeting he missed. He 

stated that he did talk with Mr. Kesterman about this issue. He stated that he explained this 

situation and that Mr. Kesterman is very familiar with this issue because it happens all over the 

county. Mr. Beck stated that he explained to him that we would like to get something done about 

it no matter whose jurisdiction it is. He stated that he told Mr. Kesterman that we were 

researching whether or not the township could enact their own regulations concerning sump 

pumps or if we could include it with the nuisance resolution that we already have adopted. He 
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asked if the health department would be open to look at a draft nuisance violation letter that we 

have already drafted, and he said yes. He stated that they are all in agreement that this is the 

county’s regulations to enforce under public health which covers sump pump issues. Mr. Beck 

stated that Mr. Forbes did mention the ROW regulations and he would argue that because these 

sump pumps cause mold and algae to form in the summers and ice in the winter, that it does 

affect our maintenance of the ROW. Mr. Forbes stated that he agrees with us, but it only gives us 

the authority to remove the algae or ice and does not extend to the private property to deal with 

the source of the problem. Mr. Beck stated that he wants to work with the county as a team to 

deal with this issue and suggested that we just remove the pipe that is located within our ROW 

and install a drain so that the regulation is met (which is 15’-0” from the property line discharge). 

Mr. Forbes stated that he will look into that. Ms. Leis asked if we should send a formal letter? 

Mr. Forbes stated that he could get with Mr. Pitman and draft a preliminary report for Mr. 

Kesterman to review. Mr. Beck stated that if we took a harder stance to actually tie into a 

drain/catch basin, it could get costly.  

 

JODIE LEIS asked for discussion concerning the placement of musical instruments in the park. 

Ms. Leis stated that bought some musical instruments to put into the park earlier in the year. She 

stated that we need to review the placement of the instruments to see how loud they are. She 

stated that she will get out to the park to see where we can put them. Mrs. Lapensee suggested 

that we put them at Home of the Brave along the path near the pond.  

 

JODIE LEIS asked for discussion concerning the placement of benches in the park. Mrs. 

Lapensee asked if anyone has any suggestions concerning the placement of the remaining 

benches. She stated that we purchased 6 of them and have already placed 3 of them (one at 

Seven Gables, 1 at Hopewell and the other at Meade next to the fountain. Ms. Leis stated that she 

will look the next time she is out on where to put the rest.  

 

JODIE LEIS made a motion to not request a hearing for a new liquor permit for Chipotle 

Mexican Grill, 9430 Fields Ertel Road, Symmes Township, Cincinnati, Ohio 45249. Mr. Beck 

seconded the motion. The roll call vote was as follows: Ms. Leis - ‘aye’, and Mr. Beck – ‘aye’. 

Motion passes. 

 

JODIE LEIS asked for discussion concerning a request from the Chatham Woods HOA to extend 

“No Parking Hours” on Chatham Woods Drive. Mrs. Lapensee stated that prior to her arrival, the 

board voted to place no parking signs in the neighborhood for Chatham Woods from 8 a.m. until 

1:00 p.m. to deter students from parking inside the neighborhood during school hours. She stated 

that the residents in that neighborhood are asking the board to extend the no parking hours until 3 

p.m. so that the parents picking up their kids from school cannot park along the exit to Chatham 

Woods. She stated that when they park there to pick up the kids, the residents are having a hard 

time exiting the subdivision. She stated that she does not know how the residents who owns the 

houses along that stretch feel about that and obviously we would need to hold a public hearing of 

some sort to see how everyone else feels before we make that decision. Ms. Leis stated that 

people are also complaining about the congestion around the entire area. She stated that she 

would like to see if the school levy passes before, we decide anything because they will bring the 

buses back if the levy passes. Mrs. Lapensee asked Lieutenant Tarr if there was anything that 

could be done on the police enforcement side to deter people from parking near the exit so 

people could still get out of the neighborhood. Lieutenant Tarr stated that they were there a 

couple times last week and this week. He stated that the people are parking well back from the 

island and they are not blocking the exit. He stated that the problem is that all the kids get there 

about the same time and everyone tries to leave at the same time, and it is only congested for 

about 10 to 12 minutes. Mr. Beck asked if it blocks that ability of fire truck to get there. 

Lieutenant Tarr stated no. He stated that is no real safety issue there. He stated that Rich Road 

goes back to normal after about 10 to 15 minutes after school lets out.  

 

JODIE LEIS made a motion to approve Resolution G2022-91 – Resolution Approving the 2022 

Street Lighting Assessments. Mr. Beck seconded the motion. The roll call vote was as follows: 

Ms. Leis - ‘aye’, and Mr. Beck – ‘aye’. Motion passes.  

 

JODIE LEIS made a motion to approve Resolution G2022-92 – Resolution Approving Various 

Other Nuisance and False Alarm Drop Assessments for 2022. Mr. Beck seconded the motion. 

The roll call vote was as follows: Ms. Leis - ‘aye’, and Mr. Beck – ‘aye’. Motion passes. 
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JODIE LEIS made a motion to approve Resolution G2022-93 – Resolution Providing for the 

Declaration of Nuisance for the Property Located at 8723 Birchbark and Authorizing all 

Necessary Steps for the Abatement of the Nuisance. Mr. Beck seconded the motion. The roll call 

vote was as follows: Ms. Leis - ‘aye’, and Mr. Beck – ‘aye’. Motion passes. 

 

JODIE LEIS made a motion to approve Resolution G2022-94 – Resolution Authorizing the 

Township Law Director to File a Petition for Appropriation of Certain Property Located near 

Kugler Mill and Commonly Referred to as a Memorial Park. Mr. Beck seconded the motion. 

Discussion continued.  

 

Mrs. Lapensee stated that this is the second resolution that needs to be passed before we can file 

the necessary paperwork with the court. Mr. Forbes stated that the next step is that they will 

prepare the complaint for common pleas court, and we will have to have someone provide a 

value estimate of what the property is worth, and we will be required to deposit that amount with 

the court. Mr. Beck asked who the money is for. Mr. Forbes stated that the money is for anyone 

who would own the property in the past and that person would have to ask the court for that 

money. Mr. Beck suggested that the property would only be worth a dollar and that we will be 

fixing it up. Mr. Forbes stated that we would have to explain to an assessor that information and 

they could make an informed decision regarding the value. He stated that this process will take 

some time to resolve, so it will not be anytime soon that we will acquire it if at all. He stated that 

he does not anticipate any issues with this at all since the title is so screwed up. 

 

The roll call vote was as follows: Ms. Leis - ‘aye’, and Mr. Beck – ‘aye’. Motion passes. 

 

JODIE LEIS made a motion to approve Resolution G2022-95 – Resolution Providing for the 

Declaration of Nuisance for the Property Located at 11520 Enyart Road and Authorizing all 

Necessary Steps for the Abatement of the Nuisance. Mr. Beck seconded the motion. The roll call 

vote was as follows: Ms. Leis - ‘aye’, and Mr. Beck – ‘aye’. Motion passes. 

 

JODIE LEIS made a motion to approve Resolution G2022-96 – Resolution Establishing a 

Separate Special Fund 2904 Within the UAN to Account for Opioid Settlement Proceeds. Mr. 

Beck seconded the motion. Discussion continued. 

 

Mr. Beck asked if there are any strings attached to this money. Mr. Forbes stated yes and that it 

must be related to fighting the Opioid crisis. 

 

The roll call vote was as follows: Ms. Leis - ‘aye’, and Mr. Beck – ‘aye’. Motion passes. 

 

JODIE LEIS made a motion to approve Resolution G2022-97 – Resolution Authorizing the 

Township Administrator to sign an Agreement with Choice One Engineering for Engineering 

Services for Drainage Improvements at Meade Historic Preserve in the amount of $9,620.00. Mr. 

Beck seconded the motion. Discussion continued. 

 

Lisa Crisafi, 11838 Hawthorn Woods Court, stated that she just needs to understand what 

happens next. She stated that she is the lowest level house in the cul-de-sac and that the water 

comes around the mound that is along the property line. She stated that the water runs from the 

park property and never makes it to the retention pond and comes down both sides of her house. 

She stated yesterday she had a serious incident where she ended up with 2” of water in her 

basement from a window well. She stated that she is hoping this issue will be resolved sooner 

than later because sleeping has been difficult. She asked how long this would take? Mrs. 

Lapensee stated that it could take anywhere from 2 to 6 months to engineer, and we would have 

to budget to the do the project in 2023 depending on the cost. Ms. Crisafi stated that the water 

problem is terrible in her yard and that would be a problem to wait that long. Ms. Leis asked if 

there is anything that can be done in the short-term. Mrs. Lapensee stated no, and the water from 

the surrounding area and park has always flowed in that direction and was made worse this past 

weekend because we got 6” of rain at one time. She stated that all of the water flows toward her 

property because it is the lowest in the area. Ms. Leis asked if we could bump this project to the 

top of the list as far as engineering is concerned. Mrs. Lapensee stated yes. Mr. Beck stated that 

we should make this a goal to complete by February. Mrs. Lapensee stated that the engineering 

may not be finished by then. She stated that we will need calculations completed so that we can 
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determine what size pipe will be needed and the length of pipe to get to the detention basin as 

well as what area needs to be graded for the water to flow in that direction.  

 

The roll call vote was as follows: Ms. Leis - ‘aye’, and Mr. Beck – ‘aye’. Motion passes. 

 

JODIE LEIS made a motion to approve Resolution G2022-98 – Resolution Amending 

Resolution G2022-18 Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of a Township Battalion Vehicle 

from McCluskey Chevrolet and Southeast Apparatus LLC in the amount of $74,429.00. Mr. 

Beck seconded the motion. Discussion continued.  

 

Mrs. Lapensee stated that this vehicle was originally approved last year, and we could not get 

vehicles and was approved again in January of this year. She stated that we finally received the 

truck in July. She stated that we had them remove the boxes from the old truck and remount 

them on the next truck. She stated that when the company went to remount them on the new 

truck, they did not realize how much corrosion there was to the boxes. She stated that they went 

ahead and painted the boxes before they installed them on the new truck and the cost was an 

additional $7,033.00 dollars. She stated that this amount was not approved or budgeted for, and 

the board will need to approve the additional amount. Mr. Beck asked if was considered a then 

and now. Mrs. Lapensee stated yes, and that she wrote the resolution that we were amending the 

original resolution to account for the overage.  

 

The roll call vote was as follows: Ms. Leis - ‘aye’, and Mr. Beck – ‘aye’. Motion passes. 

 

JODIE LEIS made a motion to approve Resolution G2022-99 – Resolution Authorizing the 

Township Administrator to sign an Agreement with Prodigy Building Solutions LLC. in the 

amount of _______ to make Structural Renovations to the Meade House Basement at the Meade 

Historic Preserve Park. Mr. Beck seconded the motion. Discussion continued. 

 

Mrs. Lapensee stated that we have been waiting a long period of time to get a cost on the 

renovations for the Meade House basement. She stated that they received an email from Prodigy 

(the company hired to get the estimates) stating that they will need additional time to get costs 

associated for this project due to additional deterioration of the beams near the front door. She 

stated that their structural engineer feels that they should move the load bearing beam away from 

the front door and reassess the project which could cost a substantial amount of money than what 

was originally budgeted for. She stated that the letter indicates that if the board wants to use the 

house for an assembly use, the load bearing capacity would have to be doubled than what is there 

today. She stated that they are recommending another two beams be installed and where those 

beams will be located.  

 

Mr. Beck asked if Prodigy was connected to Hardlines. Mrs. Lapensee stated that they are a 

management company that gathers bids just like Turner Construction. She stated that their 

structural engineer is talking to Hardlines structural engineer to determine a solution. She asked 

that this be tabled until a determination can be made for a solution.  

 

Ms. Leis made a motion to table Resolution G2022-99. Mr. Beck seconded the motion. The roll 

call vote was as follows: Ms. Leis - ‘aye’, and Mr. Beck – ‘aye’. Motion passes. 

 

JODIE LEIS made a motion to approve Resolution G2022-100 – Resolution Authorizing the 

Township Administrator to Purchase Playground Equipment from Landscape Structures for 

Seven Gables Park in the amount of $538,230.00. Mr. Beck seconded the motion. The roll call 

vote was as follows: Ms. Leis - ‘aye’, and Mr. Beck – ‘aye’. Motion passes. 

 

JODIE LEIS made a motion to approve Resolution G2022-101 – Resolution Authorizing the 

Township Administrator to enter into an Agreement with Brian Christian Landscaping for Tree 

Treatments and Pruning at Various Parks, Cemeteries and Government Buildings in the amount 

of $34,916.00. Mr. Beck seconded the motion.  

 

Ms. Leis asked if there was any way to do this in house instead of hiring this work out so that we 

can save money? Mrs. Lapensee stated that she will ask Mr. Pitman if we have the capacity to do 

this in house or not.  
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The roll call vote was as follows: Ms. Leis - ‘aye’, and Mr. Beck – ‘aye’. Motion passes. 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – None. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

JODIE LEIS made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Beck seconded the motion, and the roll 

call vote was as follows: Ms. Leis - ‘aye’, Mr. Beck - ‘aye’. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

 

 

Approved: 

 

 

 ___________________     _________________________    ________________________ 

 Jodie L. Leis, President      Philip J. Beck, Vice-President   Kenneth N. Bryant, Trustee 


